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	Lectures
Turkish Miniature Painting
Wednesday 18 January 2012
Lecturer: Jane Angelini
Chandos Centre
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Although Ottoman miniatures shared much in common with previous styles, especially Persian and Central Asian, the best examples of Turkish miniatures possess a quality of frankness, vitality and vigour not seen in other Isalamic paintings. Brilliant, vibrant colours that seem to penetrate the eye, technical mastery leading to exquisite drawing, a profound sense of rhythmic contours and an element of humour are the chief characteristics of Turkish Miniatures.  Commissioned by Sultans in order to record history, the typical subject matter is portraiture, the stories of battles, the appearance of a city and the celebration of festivals.  
Chairman’s letter

A great start to the new season. Two splendid lectures which I hope you enjoyed. Michael Howard's lecture "All Art Aspires to the Condition of Music" must have given you some food for thought, whether or not you agreed with him.
Congratulations to our Church Recorders on the completion and presentation of the recording of Radclive Church. The next recording will be Chetwode Church. If you are interested to see the work, we have put the Record on a CD which can be borrowed.  BDFAS holds a copy of the Record which we will continue to bring to our Meetings, and which will stay with the Society. 
There are places for more helpers if you would like to join the team, Woodwork and Paintings are sections for which the group require Recorders. 
Everyone who came on our visit to Deene Park had the most beautiful day to experience an interesting lived in home and a glorious garden.

One of our members has written about her visit in the Newsletter. 
The Degas exhibition was a delight of art, movement and early photography. Can I urge you to go if you missed our visit?

If we have not visited the exhibition that interests you, don't forget the list of what's on at museums and galleries this season is in your copy of the "NADFAS review".

Some of you may have seen 'Gardeners World' on Friday 28th October, visiting Alnwick. Maybe it will have inspired you to join us on our Northumberland Trip next May. There are some places still available.

Do you log onto our website? It is interesting with more details about the lectures and visits.


	Lectures
Fraud in Art
Wednesday 15 February
Lecturer: David Phillips
We can mostly trust experts, although everyone makes mistakes.  We explore what’s involved in that kind of expertise, taking Wedgwood jasperware as a case-study.  There are some hilarious episodes when connoisseurs come to court, exasperating judges and mystifying juries with their lofty disagreements. We sympathise with the scholars of the Rembrandt Research Project who have wrestled for decades to settle once and for all which Rembrandtesque  paintings were actually painted by Rembrandt.
John Piper and the English Landscape Traditions Wednesday 21 March
Lecturer: Mary Acton
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John Piper’s work represents a subtle interplay between 20th century ideas and the tradition of English Romantic landscape painting. In his creation of dramatic and pastoral atmosphere he is heir to Constable and Turner and the English water colourists.

Church Recorders
Church Recorders are now off to Chetwode, a fascinating church with some early mediaeval glass. We handed over the record of St John the Evangelist, Radclive cum Chackmore at a brief ceremony at the Church attended by parishioners and the Church Recording Group together with our Chairman Evelyn Clark. Philip Derbyshire came back specially for the ceremony which was organised by Tim Pulverman, Group Leader and Sally Howarth the PCC Secretary who is also one of the Church Recorders.  
Church Trails

Some of the Church Recorders have met up with a view to providing a Church Trail for Radclive.  Frances Fenton Moule came and gave us a presentation about this. A Church Trail is a questionnaire designed by members of NADFAS for children aged 8 -12 but is really for people of all ages!  The trail guides the participant round a church looking at the architecture, history and furnishings.  A corresponding answer sheet is provided for accompanying adults.  The aim is to encourage children to explore the building, to learn about it and enjoy the experience so that they are inspired to visit other churches.

The questionnaire is an A4, black and white, two-sided sheet in a child-friendly design. The simplicity of this format keeps the cost of reproduction to the absolute minimum. The answers, on two sides of A4, are knowledgeable and properly researched.  

Pauline Kneafsey

	Spring Visits

Thursday 29 March 2012
David Hockney RA Exhibition 
“A Bigger Picture”
Royal Academy of Arts, London
For members receiving information by post, a visit form will be available in the New Year.
For members who receive information by email, visit forms can be printed from the website
www.bdfas.org

Members are reminded that only Visit Forms accompanied by a cheque will mean that your place is guaranteed. 

Current Exhibitions
Following our lecture series on Transport last year, if you longed to see more of the posters commissioned by Frank Pick, then a visit to see an   excellent  exhibition featuring “The Poster King”, E McKnight Kauffer would be well worth while. The exhibition is on until mid December. See www.estorickcollection.com 
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“Tails and Teapots”
Joyce Dow finds some intriguing attractions on the recent visit to Deene Park.

On a sunny Autumn day we set off to visit Deene Park. While we enjoyed coffee and biscuits seated comfortably in the visitors’ tea room we were given a brief history of the Brudenell family who still live in this lovely old house. The Manor of Deene originally a religious house belonged to the Abbey of Westminster before the Norman Conquest and in 1514 it was acquired by Sir Robert Brudenell. We enjoyed an escorted tour of the house with an entertaining commentary by our young guide. This is a family home and one of the great charms is the display of personal photographs as well as the stories of long past adventures and misadventures of the Brudenell family.  We were reminded about the Charge of the Light Brigade during the Crimean War and even saw the “tail” of the General’s charger. 
After lunch we walked round the garden where the parterre was designed by David Hicks in 1990. The topiary is neat and included bushes which I took to be squirrels but later found out they were “teapots”, tea being a drink enjoyed by the present Mr Brudenell.  There is even a celebration pillar crowned with a stone teapot. 

We always welcome any contribution to the Newsletter from our members.
So, please think about putting your writing talents to work like Joyce and send in a short piece that reflects your views of a Visit or Lecture.

Jenni Burke, Secretary 


